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HIGHLIGHTS OF UPCOMING EVENTS

2nd - Baseball at Angel Stadium of Anaheim at 7:05pm

13th - Board of Trustees at 7:00pm

17th - Parking Lot Sale

18th - Baptism service for Michelle Benson

24th - Active Family Life at 5:00pm

27th - Board of Elders at 7:00pm

June 8th - 54th Anniversary Lovefeast
International Covered Dish Luncheon

June 14th - 5k Run/Walk at 8:30am
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“Sharing the love of Christ”

Bishop Hopeton Clennon, Pastor

LIGHT
FROM
THE
BELFRY
MAY 2008

“God’s Wisdom
Inspires Hospitality”

Church Women United
invites you to join us on
Saturday, May 10, 2008 at
10:30 a.m. at the Moravian
Church of Downey for an
ecumenical service.  The
guest speaker is Tracie

Kunysz from the United Methodist Church.
A salad luncheon will follow.  Donation: $7.
Please R.S.V.P.. to (562) 863-5650.

Active Family Life: Movie Night
Saturday, May 24 at 5pm

Everyone is invited to come.  We will have two
different movies showing; one for the adults and
one for the younger crowd.  But first we will join
together for dinner with a bar-b-que.  Bring your
own meat and buns to be grilled and a side dish or
dessert to share.  Drinks and popcorn will be
provided.  We will watch the movie “Amazing
Grace”.  The film is based on the true story of
William Willberforce and his quest to end the
British slave trade.  If you have any questions,
please contact Emily Korn at 562-299-4907 or e-
mail her at veggeegirl@hotmail.com.

Women’s Conference
The Rev. Sandra Crase extends an invitation
to all the ladies at Downey Moravian to
attend an ecumenical women’s conference.  It
will be held Saturday, May 24 at St.
Stephen’s Episcopal Church in Beaumont,
CA.  Registration begins at 9:30am and the
conference is 10am-2pm.  It is free and lunch
will be served.  Pastor Sandra is the program
leader for the conference and the retreat is on
“High and Holy Places,” which is based
loosely on the 2008-2009 Moravian women's
fellowship study book.  They are expecting
Episcopal and Lutheran women from the
surrounding area, as well as a few ladies from
Morongo and they would love to have some
Downey women join in as well.  Please
contact Pastor Sandra for more information
or to RSVP, (deadline is May 21).



Special Services
May 4: Holy Communion
May 11: Youth Sunday/Mother’s Day
May 18: Baptism for Michelle Benson

Board Member of the Month
May: Kay Smith
June: Hilda Matamoros

Sanctuary Flowers
Please sign-up to give flowers
for the sanctuary, and inform the
office of the special occasion:

May 4: Julianne Pearce
May 11: OPEN
May 18: Phil Voigt
May 25: Ruth Uphold
June 1: OPEN
June 8: Doris Kinney
June 15: Peter Mazmanian
June 22: Phil Voigt
June 29: John & Karen Hedgecock

Coffee Fellowship
Our thanks to Melissa Nino for
volunteering to host May 4.  We
need volunteers for the remainder
of the month.  Please speak with
Maureen Cano or Shirley Louis.

May 11, 18, 25 OPEN
June: OPEN
July: OPEN

1 Charlotte Palmer
Richard Pearce
John Powell

2 Chet Josselyn
4 Eileen Hawkins

Garrett Robinson
Jill Robinson

8 Adolfo Lucas
Dan Plaster

9 Helen Carey
Shon Grabbe
Andrea Jimenez

11 Larry McIntosh III
Janiya Wright

14 Samantha Korn
17 John H. Trotter
20 Reginald Holling

Kayla Pondler
21 Christopher Baker

Kim Reynolds
22 Taylor Jones

Hunter Jones
Susan Redfield

23 Ken Prosper
24 Ivena Cuevas

Karen Voigt
25 Douglas Lucas
27 Juan Carlos Pesina
28 Roberto Hernandez

4 Joe Lee and Nancy Frank
7 Larry and Madelyn DeTilla
10 Harry and Celia Downs
19 Jerry and Sue Kline

Charles and Edith McCurdy
25 Bob and Marjorie Barta



Moravian Women’s Corner

The Board Meeting will
be held Thursday, May 1st,
10:00 a.m. in the Library.
The Carol Eastman Circle
will meet Thursday, May

15th, 10:00 a.m. in the Library.
On Saturday, May 17th, the Women’s

Fellowship will sponsor a PARKING LOT
SALE from 7:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Since we
need good materials, we hope you will bring
them to the church and let us help you get rid
of articles you no longer need or want.  If you
wish to sell your own materials, you will be
able to rent a table space for $20.00.  This
will help our budget with the anniversary gift
to the church.  We will also have a bake sale,
so we would also appreciate baked goods
from our excellent cooks.  Since we will need
help to sell these items, we hope men and
women will show up to help us.  We
appreciate all the help you can give us.

MOTHER’S DAY IS SUNDAY MAY
11TH.  HONOR YOUR MOTHER BY
PURCHASING A WOOL BLANKET FOR
$5.00.  Once again we are having a “Blanket
Sunday.”  Through the Church World
Service, $5.00 purchases wool blankets which
are sent anywhere in the world they are
needed.  They are full size and 100% wool.
Honor your Mother, whether she is living or
has passed away, by purchasing a blanket in
her name.  As stated, blankets are sent
anywhere in the world where needed, even
here in the United States.

On Saturday morning, May 10th Moravian
Women will hostess MAY FRIENDSHIP

DAY sponsored by the Southeast Unit of
Church Women United.  The service begins
at 10:30 a.m. the theme is “God’s Wisdom
Inspires Hospitality.” Tracie Kunysz, a
popular Lay Speaker of the United Methodist
Church will be the guest speaker.  Following
the Worship Service there will be a salad
luncheon.  This will allow time for the
women of all denominations and
communions to share together and get to
know one another. Donation is $7.00 per
person. Please R.S.V.P. to Marie Durflinger
(562) 863-5650 to ensure enough food for all.
An offering will be received. Traditionally,
May Friendship Day offerings remain with
the Local Unit, with a percentage sent to the
State Unit. Write each check payable to
CHURCH WOMEN UNITED.

Recognition of Young Church Women
United.  Please look around YOUR church
and submit the name of someone between the
ages of 21 and 45 who you feel lives up to the
motto of Church Women United. This MAY
be and individual active in CWU, but that is
not a prerequisite.

SMILING is infectious, you catch it like
the flu. When someone SMILED at me
today, I started SMILING too. I passed
around the corner and someone saw my
grin. When he SMILED, I realized I’d
passed it on to him.  I thought about that
SMILE, then realized its worth. A single
SMILE just like mine could travel
’round the earth.  So if you feel a SMILE
begin, don’t leave it undetected.
LET’S START AN EPIDEMIC QUICK

AND GET THE WORLD INFECTED!
That’s all for now. See you next month.

Kitty Bates

AVERAGE WORSHIP ATTENDANCE:

17 Weeks:

2008 2007 2006 2005 2004 2003 2002 2001 2000

71 70 80 77 82 78 84 91 89

FINANCIAL  STATEMENT:

Operating Accounts for March 2008

Budget Income Expenses Balance

This Month $15,898.17 $15,599.50 $13,499.92 $2,099.58

Year-to-Date $47,694.51 $37,409.06 $36,003.97 $1,405.09

Restricted Accounts for March 2008

Budget Income Expenses Balance

This Month $0.00 $351.85 $417.41 -$65.56

Year-to-Date $0.00 $514.97 $684.91 -$169.94

Special Church Council
All confirmed communicant members of the
Moravian Church of Downey are invited to
participate in a special Church Council next
Sunday, May 4, 2008 immediately following
the worship service.  The single agenda item
will be the approval of the revised bylaws.

We offer a warm
welcome to Sister
Peggy Jamieson who
returned as our
church organist on
Sunday, April 27,
2008.  This is
Peggy’s third time

sharing her ministry of music with the
Downey congregation where she maintains
her membership with her faithful support of
the ministry and mission of the church.



PASTORAL CARE OF OUR
MEMBERS

The Board of Elders prayerfully offers
support for the spiritual well-being of our
congregation.  Those listed in the church
directory are embraced as follows:

Emily Korn
ACKERMANN through CASTERLIN

Hilda Matamoros
CASTILLO through GONZALEZ

Stephanie Heddon
GRABBE through KLINE

Paul DeTilla
KORN through MOTLEY

Gloria Pearce
MUCHMORE through SCHOENFELDT

Peter Mazmanian
SCOTT through ZELLER

Everyone is invited to specially share our
love with the following members and friends:

Selected for the Month of April:
Jeff & Jean Reynolds
Peter Mazmanian
Joe & Genoveva Scott
Cipriano & Hilda Matamoros
Erlinda Martinez
Charles & Edith McCurdy
Micheal & Peggy Jamieson and Family
John & Karen Hedgecock

Special thanks to Peter Mazmanian for his
faithful visits to my husband, Ralph, every
week since we have moved to the retirement
home. Sincerely,

Marian Vinovich

BOARD OF ELDERS

The Board of Elders met on Tuesday, April
29 at 7:00pm with all seven members present.
Here are some highlights from the meeting:

1. Discussion of plans for special church
council on May 4.

2. Approval of request for the baptism of
Michelle Benson.

3. Preparation for the 54th anniversary
lovefeast on June 8 and an international
covered dish luncheon that will follow.

4. Approval of request for the use of the
sanctuary for a wedding on October 11.

5. Reception and review of Western District
synod report (April 3-6).

6. Hilda Matamoros displayed special red and
white plastic flowers to be distributed on
Mother’s Day in honor/memory of our
mothers.  Everyone will be invited to
wear these symbols of appreciation.

7. Appointment of elders to assist with
serving the cup during holy communion.

8. Peter Mazmanian gave a review of guest
preachers for June 22, 29, and July 13
when Pastor Hopeton is away.

9. Report from each church committee
including Christian Education,
Evangelism, Outreach, Stewardship and
Worship & Music.

10. Preparation for the exchange of worship
services with Morongo’s Joint Board
when they come to Downey on June 1
and we go to Morongo on June 8.

11. Support for the upcoming 5k Run/Walk
on June 14.

12. Support for CWU gathering on May 10.

The 5k run/walk on Saturday, June 14 raises money for our congregation to give to the
Moravian Board of World Mission to rebuild what category 5 Hurricane Felix destroyed last
September in Nicaragua.  There are three ways you can help immediately:

� Sign up to participate before May 23rd.  The goal is 225 runners and walkers.
Anyone donating at least $25 will receive a free t-shirt!

� Sign up ASAP as a volunteer.  There is a detailed list of tasks for all abilities.
You are invited to fill out a registration form as a “volunteer/donor”and get a free t-shirt!

� Solicit corporate sponsors.  The deadline is May 19 to get printed on the t-shirt.
All the details and forms are on the website: www.5ktoRWFD.com
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Greetings sisters and brothers in Christ,
Last Sunday [April 20] Glenwood Moravian

Church and Pastor Mary Lou Plummer invited
some young adults to take part in morning
worship.  The purpose for their invitation was to
share their upcoming opportunity to be partners
with folks from Nicaragua through a Board of
World Mission youth initiative, New Strength.

Six young adults from our Western District;
Justin Rabbach (Ebenezer), Carolyne Rothrock
(Sturgeon Bay/Madison), Janelle Lovelien (Our
Savior’s), Georgina Mayorga (Hope), Dason
Kurkewicz (ecumenical), and Lauren Kolodziej
(Sturgeon Bay) will be traveling to a village,
Sukatpin, in Nicaragua.  Their time in Nicaragua
is from May 18 to May 29.  The “WD6” will be
joined by six Nicaraguan youth who will be
traveling with them throughout their stay.

Their time in Sukatpin will be spent in a
variety of ways.  They will be utilizing camping
ministry skills to engage young people in
activities.  They will assist with rebuilding
projects due to the devastation of Hurricane

Felix.  They will worship with their hosts.  They
will be learning and growing in relationships.
Upon their return they will have stories of their
experience to share.

The purpose of this note is to invite you to
hold these young adults in prayer as they prepare
and travel.  Another important piece is for us to
consider how we can offer them opportunities to
give voice to their stories.  How can we provide
a way for them to engage us in how God is
present and would have us to partner with others
in a community unique from our own?

Glenwood Moravian and Pastor Mary Lou
created the first way.  The six have also been
invited to share their experience at Chetek [youth
camp in Wisconsin] where the mission focus and
fund raising will be for the ongoing Nicaraguan
Relief.  How can your congregation enable them
to share the gift of their experience?

Make it a great day in the Kingdom!
Peace, Jill Kolodziej
jillannk@charter.net
Mission Coordinator, Sturgeon Bay Church



We will be happy to acknowledge members,
friends, and relatives who are graduating this
year.  Please contact the church office with
names, dates, schools, and any future plans.

Mother’s Day
Worship Service
Join us on Mother’s
Day for a special
service from the
youth of the church
and the Wednesday

night youth group.  Invite your mother, aunts,
sisters, cousins, friends and anyone else you
know.  You don’t want to miss out
worshiping with the youth.  If you or your
child would like to be involved in the service,
contact Emily Korn at 562-2994907 or e-mail
at veggeegirl@hotmail.com.

Editor’s Notes:
 (1) Please submit information for publication
by the 20th of the month.
(2) This newsletter is available online through
our church website.  We are making changes
to our mailing list for those receiving the
paper edition.  Please e-mail the church office
if you prefer receiving yours monthly
newsletter via electronic media.

BAPTISM
Our  congregat ion
experienced the joy and
t h e  p r i v i l ege  o f
extending the sacrament
of baptism to the
following families:

On March 9:
Kirkland James Pearce, son of Richard and
Shelly Pearce and grandson of Richard and
Gloria Pearce.  He was born on December 21,
2006.  His aunts, Sheila Nila and Julianne
Pearce, are also serving as godmothers.

On April 13:
Slilma Noely Tejada and Maya Tejada,
daughters of our members, Jose Tejada and
Gloria Alvarado.  Slilma was born on
February 22, 2005 and Maya was born on
September 17, 2007.  Big bother Patrick was
most delighted.  Pastor Hopeton and Hilda
Matamoros are serving as godparents.

Vacation Bible School
This year at VBS we are “Discovering Jesus’
Miraculous Power! Aha!”  The theme is
“Power Lab.”  VBS will be held July 28-
August 1, from 9am to noon.  As always,
any way you can volunteer to help would be
great.  We need station leader, small group
leaders, nursery teachers and more.  Please let
me know if you are interested in helping.

Thank you,
Emily Korn

562-299-4907
veggeegirl@hotmail.com

WESTERN DISTRICT SYNOD

Laura Blumberg, Chuck Frey and Pastor Hopeton
represented Downey at the quadrennial synod of
the Western District held in Appleton,
Wisconsin, April 3-6, 2008.  They presented a
report to the congregation at a luncheon on April
20.  Here are additional comments:

 We had all been told that Western District
Synod 2008 would be different from any other
synod.  It was.  If you are at all familiar with
what usually goes on at these things, you know
that they can be enjoyable, but they are very
tiring and stressful.  They are full of committee
meetings that have specific agendas and not
enough time to deal with them.  They have
general assembly time with a lot of bickering and
back-and-forth discussions.  Occasionally, some
meaningful interaction happens in between.
Most synods are full of statements that include
“Whereas” or “Resolved”.

WDS 2008 thankfully had almost none of
this.  Not a “whereas” in sight, or even a
committee.  We met in small groups, and had
time to get to know one another and a little bit
about each of our congregations.  Some are
larger, some are smaller, some are in rural areas,
some are in big cities, but one thing always
comes through loud and clear, we are all
Moravians!    Being Moravians, we enjoyed this
new concept of a synod.  We spent much time in
worship and Bible study every day, not just at
opening and closing.  We prayed for our District
and the needs of our congregations, and for the
larger issues of our world.  We took care of the
“business” of synod, but in a way that didn’t have
all the arguing that seemed to always go along
with it in the past.  We heard from our guests
from Nicaragua about the situation that they are
in with the destruction from hurricane Felix and

what the Western District can do to help.  We
heard about congregations in need of pastors and
congregations just starting.  We prayed for one of
our pastors called away to assist with a tragic
accident in his church area.  We spent time in the
Bible, looking at verses in new ways, verses that
were selected by our congregations as meaningful
Bible stories to them.  We got a chance to see the
many booths different groups and congregations
had set-up.  Some congregations had booths
about their mission projects, one even had a
wishing well, Moravian Music Foundation had
cd’s and books and sheet music, Communications
had many books on different Moravian subjects,
and of course Hopeton had a booth for the
Moravian552 Cruise to spread the word beyond
California. We re-connected with old friends and
made new ones.  I have already e-mailed some of
them.

I thank you, the Downey Congregation, for
letting me be one of your delegates this year.  I
had a wonderful time and it was great to see
things on the District level.  If anyone would like
to personally ask any questions about Synod,
please feel free to do so. Laura Blumberg

Thanks for selecting me to be one of Downey’s
delegates to District Synod!  For me synod was
an exciting, positive, and uplifting experience.
We focused on scripture, prayer, and worship
with lots of hymn singing during our general
assembly sessions.  Rev. Dr. Frank Crouch, Dean
of the Moravian Theological Seminary, was our
scripture study leader.  In our small groups, that
met frequently, we prayerfully focused on the
multitude of challenges and the opportunities that
we all face in our congregations, the District, and
the Province as we live through a time of
discontinuous change.  Each of the small groups
published a report summarizing its study,
discussions, and conclusions.  Copies are
available in the church office. Chuck Frey


