GAPS Community “fine print”
Balance: Residents will balance time between folks inside the GAPS Community/congregation and building relationships outside of the house/congregation. Hermits will be prodded to extroversion. Extroverts will be prodded to reclusion. (
Domestic Tasks: There are shared domestic tasks for all house dwellers (vacuuming, cooking, dishes, shopping, laundry, etc.), with a rotating list for meal prep and chores—as a means of accountability. 

Ecumenism: GAPS community residents strive to be Christ-ians (Christ-ones). Diversity of Christian faith traditions is celebrated and is an important means for us as an intentional community and congregation to connect more with people and local congregations outside of the Moravian bubble. We seek to unite with other congregations in furthering the Kin(g)dom of God and manifesting the love and service of Jesus. However, GAPS folks participate regularly in Moravian Church of Downey congregational life, including: celebration, worship, fellowship, and hardship.

House dinner meetings: Residents participate in weekly scheduled dinners (for residents and their significant others only) to check-in with one another and to officially connect regarding planning, ideas, information sharing, evaluation, struggles, etc. (House members are encouraged to share meals in general, too.)

Intentionality: This is intentional community with a mission, which differs from incidental community (friends merely sharing a common space and seeking to enjoy life together). While enjoyment of daily life together is an integral part of the GAPS Community, uniting in outwardly-focused mission is our core. 

Money: It’s NOT our policy to give out money to those who ask for it. Instead, we give food, our time, and help. Residents are asked to donate $25/month into the common pot for staple items, such as: bread, soap, and toilet paper. This fee does not constitute rent and is in no way intended as payment for the privilege of staying in the parsonage. [Residents are encouraged, if possible, to have part-time work in the Downey area, as a source of income and a way to connect with neighbors.] 10% of all GAPS Community income (generated from GAPS Community endeavors) is considered a tithe to the Moravian Church of Downey and goes directly into the congregation’s general operating fund. 45% of the GAPS Community income is accessible only to those living in the parsonage, as a general well-being fund (for food, medical, and fun). 45% of the GAPS Community income is set aside into a special discretionary fund—set up by the church treasurer—which can ONLY be spent on outwardly-focused endeavors (not the GAPS community or congregation).
Open Table: Residents prepare and participate in this weekly dinner (Thursdays at 6:30 p.m.), which includes: guests and strangers—for the purpose of building relationship and sharing joy.

Pets: None allowed. Sorry, you must leave your fish, lizard, dog, cat, bird, lion, monkey, unicorn, etc. with relatives.
Residency: As participants in the Moravian Church of Downey's GAPS Community are considered guests, the duration of their stay is entirely at the will of the Joint Board and permission to stay in the parsonage may be revoked at any time with or without reason and/or notice.
Sleeping arrangements: There are 4 private rooms for the GAPS residents to sleep in here in the parsonage, in addition to the master bedroom (where the Melby-Gibbons’ sleep). This gives each celibate single person or monogamous couple and their infant/toddler child(ren) ample private space to call their own. The parsonage common spaces (living room, dining room, kitchen, bathrooms, and laundry room) are adequate for daily community activity/storage. 
Spirituality: The community residents share a common desire for spirituality, manifested in regular communal prayer, meditation, and worship. Unique daily/weekly devotional rhythms will sprout from community interest and availability.

Television: There isn’t one in the house. This allows for more time for creativity, intimacy, and acknowledgment of our need for reconciliation within ourselves and between one another, without the intrusion of television personalities. [It also gives us an excuse to go to our neighbors’ houses to watch movies. (]

Visitors: House members don’t allow themselves to be alone in the house with visitors. As relationships develop, residents’ discernment is respected, but aloneness with a visitor inside the house is strongly discouraged. Being alone with visiting children should NEVER happen. If being alone with a visitor in the house is necessary, house members must check in and out with another community member. Daytime visitors to the house are welcome. Visitors should let us know they’re coming before they arrive. All overnight visits are decided ahead of time as a community. There is a hide-a-bed in the living room for overnight guests. If an individual wants to become a house resident, this is to be discussed after their visit to the house and then recommended (or not) for consideration by the Joint Board of the Moravian Church of Downey. [Residents’ personal overnight guests (friends/family) may sleep in the residents’ rooms or on an obliging couch.]

Weapons: None are allowed in the house.

I have read and agree to the above fine print.

Signed: __________________________________________________  Date: _____________________
